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Editorial 

Welcome to this, the first edition 
of our Scottish Action Against 
Bloodsports newsletter - 'Wild 
Times'. As a member you will 
receive copies quarterly. 

We hope that as SAAB grows, Wila 
Times will grow too, so you can look 
forward to bigger and better issues. 
We want the newsletter to reflect 
your interest and concerns, so do 
please write and let us know what 
you want to read about. We need news 
clippings, reports, articles, letters, 
and photographs. 

In order for SAAB to be successful 
we need to increase our membership 
and our income. Enclosed with this 
newsletter is a leaflet,please use it 
to join now if you are not already a 
member - or pass it onto a friend. 

Your support is vital if there is to 
be a strong opposition to bloodsports 
in Scotland. 

Editor: Sarah Lewis. 

Views expressed in Wild Times do 
not necessarily reflect those of SAAB 
or the editor. 

SAAB membership is 17.00 per 
year. There is also a concession rate 
for unwaged - £3.00. 

Please send your subscription to the 
P.0, box, addressed to the secretary. 
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BLOODSPORTS 
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LOCAL SAAB GROUPS 

At present there are active groups 
in eight areas of Scotland; 

ABERDEEN, AYRSHIRE, BORDERS, 
CLYDESIDE (Glasgow area), 

DUNDEE, EDINBURGH, FIFE, and 
STRATHCLYDE (also based in 

Glasgow). 

In addition a member is keen to 
start a group in the West Hignland 
Area. To contact your local group and 
get involved in your own area, write 
to them via the SAAB P.0, box. 

The SAAB committee 

In order to get SAAB established, a 
committee of volunteers have been 
working for several months to 
organise activities, the publication 
of leaflets and this newsletter. The 
current committee and the groups 
they represent are as follows; 

JOHN INNES (chairman) - Clydeside 
JACKIE THOMAS (secretary) 
Stirling. 

MARY INNES (treasurer) - Borders. 
DAVID PRITCHARD (press officer) - 
Borders. 

SARAH LEWIS (Wild Times editor) - 
Clydeside. 

CATH EVANS - Edinburgh. 

TRISH KWIATKOWSKI - Fife. 

DEREK MCCULLOCH - Ayrshire. 

LISA COLQUHOUN - Borders. 


The need for SAAB 

1992 has already'see^ real signs 
of panic among Britain's bloodsports 
community. Panic iph has 
resulted in renewed error ts to 
protect their desire to terrify and 
kill wild animals. Already the 
British Field Sports Socj£& has 
established a new umoreila 
organisation to bring together all 
those who enjoy such pastimes, in a 
desperate attempt to gain themselves 
new friends and allies. 

THE McNamara Bill was only 
narrowly deflected on Feoruary 
14th, increased publicity on the 
issue is having its effect, but the 
hunting community are far from 
finished yet. 

For the first time however, we now 
have a uniquely Scottish pressure 
group on this issue which will 
hopefully keep out opponents off 
balance in the face of mounting 
pressure. 

This newsletter will hopefully 
grow as our organisation does, and 
will become an indespensaDle 
carrier of news, discussion and 
comment among all of those dedicated 
to a new enlightened relationship 
with Scotland's wildlife and natural 
heritage. 
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LOBBYING FOR CHANGE 


JW *"f fflES, 



MP David Steel receives a petition against hunting 

Along with much larger animal 
protection organisations, SAAB 
lobbied all Scottish MPs, asking 
them to support the Bill 
Unfortunately, the Bill's reading was 
on a Friday, when most Scottish MPs 
travel back to their constituencies, 
leaving the House of Commons 
rather empty. Even though a few 
Tory MPs bravely ignored party line 
and voted to support the Bill it was 
defeated by just 12 votes. 


The only way that our wildlife will 
ever be fully protected from 
bloodsports enthusiasts will be when 
a bill such as this becomes law, and 
sadly this is once again a long way 
off. 

However, there is much to be done in 
the meantime and SAAB groups will 
continue to sabotage hunts across 
Scotland every week,until the day 
parliament eventually wakes up to 
public opinion and abolishes these 
'sports'. 


BORDERS PEOPLE SHOCKED BY SAAB PHOTOS 


Valentines day, was an important 
day for all those concerned with the 
protection' of British Wildlife. M.P 
Kevin McNamara had introduced The 

Wild Mammals (Protection) Bill,and 
February 14th was the date of its 
second reading. 

The Bill sought to make it a 
criminal offence to inflic 
unecessary suffering onto any wild 
mammal and specifically outlaw any 
use of dogs or snares to take or kill 
wildmammals. Apart from the 

victims of organised hunting with 
hounds- foxes, hares, mink and 
deer, the bill would have protected 
other animals from the sick people 
who gain pleasure from their 
suffering. 

Only recently the RSPCA was 
unable to prosecute in cases such as 
squirrels being nailed to trees and 
hedgehogs being used as footballs, as 
the law offers these creatures no 
protection. 


On Boxing Day SAAB members were 
sickened by the sight of a fox being 
savaged to death by the hounds of the 
Duke of Buccleuch's hunt. Despite 
their efforts to prevent the kill, 
they were unable to save the fox. 
However, from the depths of defeat a 
victory has emerged. A member of 
the group, Steven Nichol, managed to 
capture the scenes on film, 
producing some of the most grisly 
photographs taken in years. These 
pictures are extremely explicit and 
show the full horror of the kill. 

Many local people were shocked and 
disgusted to see what is happening on 
their doorstep, but the ultimate 
reward came when one of the photos 
was printed in both the Scotsman 


newspaper and the Scottish Sun. It 
undoubtedly brou^it embarrassment 
to the prestigious Buccleuch hunt 
despite them not actually doing 
anything illegal. 

Copies of the photograph and a 
4,000 signature petition were 
presented to M.P. David Steel in 
front of T.V.,press and radio, hoping 
that he would represent SAAB and the 
signatories views and support the 
Wild Mammals (Protection) Bill in 
parliament. However hesaidhehada 
prior engagement elsewhere and 
would not have supported the bill in 
any case, describing it as "the thin 
end of the wedge". So much for M.P.s 
representing their constituents 
views! 


GLASGOW GREENFAIR 

On December 7th and 8th SAAB took 
part in a weekend Green Fair in 
Glasgow. 

Members had made up a large 
colourful information display which 
drew a lot of attention to our stall. 
Volunteers manned the stall over the 
two days and answered questions 
from the public and gave out 
information leaflets. 

Many people were surprised at how 
much foxhunting goes on in Scotland, 
it seems to be a common 
misconception that this is something 
that only occurs in England. 
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SAAB GOES PUBLIC IN THE BORDERS 


After the setting up of SAAB, one of 
the first aims was to have a series of 
Public meetings in towns ana cities 
to show the public that there was 
now a coordinated force working 
against allbloodsports in Scotland. 

We decided to jump in with both 
feet by making the first meeting 

October 2ist in Gaiashieis in the 

Borders where four of Scotland's 

nine hunts are based. After, 

worrying that perhaps no one wouid 
turn up at all, we were delighted to 
see we had a full house of over 80 
people. 

On closer inspection about 15 of 
these turned out to be members of 
the Buccleuch and Jedforest hunts, 
including the master and huntsman 
Trevor Adams (Buccleuch hunt). 

During the siideshow and talk they 
shouted many fatuous questions and 
even accused the speaker, John 
Innes, of giving slanted and biased 
information. When asked what 
particular information they 
referred that they couid not answer. 

The hunt members contradicted 
themselves so often,and made such 
ridiculous remarks that many people 
in the audience started arguing with 
them. 

After regaining control our speaker 
found that aue to the hunts 
arrogance the audience were even 
more against hunting than before. 

At the end of the meeting we got a 
great response with many leaving 
their names and some giving most 
welcome donations. 

The meeting was interesting on two 
major counts - it showed that many 
people in the Borders (a 
predominantiy hunting area) were 
against biooasports, ana also that the 
iocai hunts were very worried at the 
prospect of having prolonged, active 


opposition for the first time ever. 

Through contacts close to the 
Buccleuch and Jedforest Hunts we 
found out that they were most 

surprised by the level of our 
knowledge about foxhunting ana 

foxes. They had expected extremists 
or sentimentalists, ana instead had to 
acini t that our arguments were 
strong. This worried them most of 
all, as without their glibbly trotted 
out excuses of pest control or 
conservation, they are left with the 
real reason for foxhunting - a 

sadistic entertainment. 

As a result of the meeting we have 
had regular attendance of iocai 
peopie out against the Buccieucn 
hunt, and an active campaign isweli 
underway in the Borders. 

... AND GLASGOW 

The now traditional pre- season 
Clydeside Group public meeting was 
held in the Renfield Church Centre, 
Glasgow, on Thursday November 7th. 
Despite minimal publicity ( A4 
handbills in various shops cafes and 
libraries) around thirty people 
turned up, a high percentage of those 
being new faces. 

After a talk on the issue of 
bloodsports and a siideshow, we 
explained and discussed the tactics 
we use to actually rescue wild 
animais from the hunts tnemseives. 

This was followed by a question and 
answer session. As usual, however, 
many members of the public may 
have burning questions in their 
minds but are too seif conscious to 
speak in front of thirty people. This 
results inmost questions being asked 
after the meeting has finished and 
the audience is filing out. Only then 
do a lot of people feel confident 
enough to approach the speaker. 


Public meetings have already been 
proven to be excellent ways of 
attracting support and pushing, the 
pro- wildlife message. This is 
especially so when they are held at a 
time such as the start of the 
foxhunting season in late October or 
early November when media interest 
can be aroused. 

The only criticism to come from the 
floor was that the meeting was not 
publicised enough. This was 
proDably true, ifafew handbills can 
bring in thirty people, a good 
publicity effort involving iocai radio 
and newspapers couid surely tripie 
that figure! 

BACK TO SCHOOL 

The first SAAB dayschooi on Hunt 
Sabotage took place in Stirling on 
20th October,1991. Around fifty 

people attended , coming from all 
over Scotland- Aberdeen, Perth, 
Fife, Stirling, Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Ayrshire, and the Borders. 

The beginners group spent the 
morning on a general introduction to 
hunting and huntsabbing, whilst the 
more experienced group were 

outdoors practising horn and voice 
calls and doing map reading for the 
"Treasure Trail". For the afternoon 
session the groups changed 
round,with the beginners going 
outdoors and the others taking part 
in specialised workshops and 
discussions. 

Overall, the day went smoothly ana 
most people seemed to De getting 
something out of it.Hopefully, this 
will Decome a regular event, as quite 
a few people have ideas for things 
they would iike to see included in 
the next one. Finally,many thanks to 
the organisers, and most of ail to- 
everyone who came along to take 
part. 
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AROUND THE GROUPS 



An Ayrshire sab calls the hounds away from the huntsmen at the Eglinton 


Ayrshire 

While hunting on the scent of a fox, 
on October 26th, the Eglinton hounds 
trespassed on British Rail land ano 
brought the Maybole to Ayr train 
screeching to a halt. Unfortunately, 
due to a shortage of sabs that day, the 
Eglinton hounds got their only kill of 
the cubhunting season (September - 
Novemeber 1st). 

The Egl inton's P.R work seemed to 
die off when they hunted their 
hounds in the Eglinton Country park 
in Kilwinning on the 28th of 
December. Terrified walkers and 
families with children and Duggies 
froze to the spot while 36 riders 
took control of the public path. One 
frightened pensioner who lives in 
the park bolted into his house when 
the hunt passed feet from his 
window. On leaving the park a fox 
boited out from a wood close to the 
hounds, they eventually found the 
line of scent but were quickly called 
off by the sabs. 


The incident was in the headlines of 
local papers and the owners of the 
park, Irvine Development 
Corporation demanded an enquiry. 
Labour and SNP parliamentary 
candidates were shocked and outraged 
at this invasion. Labour's Brian 

Donahoe said, 1 Obviously I am 


concerned that these people are able 
to run free in a public park - all 
power to the hunt saboteurs." 
Brigadier Tony Ricketts,director of 
the IDC later banned the Eglinton 
hunt from the country park. 

On the same day as tne park invasion 
sabs were collecting in Kilmarnock 
for Dean Castle Country Par* which 
recently had an attack on some of 
their animais at the childrens 
corner, when various animals were 
killed and tortured. £195 was 
handed over to the Park Ranger 
from the group. 

The group had a banner 
demonstration at the Lanarkshire 
and Renfrewshire Hunts point to 
point races at Bogside Racecourse on 
February 15th to publicise the fact 
that all the money raised goes 
towards the sadistic activity of 
foxhunting. 
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AROUND THE GROUPS 


Clydeside 

The Clydeside group have had a busy 
foxhunting season so far, sabotaging 
the efforts of the Lanarkshire and 
Renfrewshire Foxhounds every 
Saturday since October. We had a 
depressing start, with foxes killed 
twice when they leapt up directly in 
front of the hounds, the saboteurs 
having no chance to intervene. It was 
hard to know what gave the hunt 
more pleasure - killing the fox or 
taunting us with its body as 
fluntmaster Alistair Campbell rode 
around whooping and swinging the 
dead fox round his head by its tail. 

Things improved for the foxes 
though, as saboteurs have prevented 
any more kills since November. 
Several hunts have ended with the 
terriermen attempting to dig out the 
fox from its refuge, but we have 
managed to prevent this by sitting in 
the hole until the hunt gave up and 
left. 

Clydeside sabs have been encouraged 
by numerous examples of local 
opposition to the hunt. People living 
in villages where the hunt meets 
have come out their houses to voice 
their support for the saboteurs and 


on three recent occasions farmers 
have ordered the hunt off their land. 
It is important that people living in 
hunting areas realise they have the 
right to say no. 

Clydeside group hit the headlines 
recently along with the Hessilhead 
Wildlife Rescue Centre* when we 
managed to save a fox literally from 
the jaws of the hounds. The fox was 
being chased by the hounds and as 
they closed in it took refuge in a 
barn on a nearby farm. The 

saboteurs arrived at the scene to find 
that the fox had managed to hide 
itself, squeezed between a p i 1 e of hay 
bales and the barn wall. The 

huntsman had his hounds inside the 
building, and he was in amongst 
them, throwing hay bales out the 
way and whooping the dogs into a 
frenzy, calling to them to “rip it 
up*. 

The saboteurs moved in when they 
saw what was happening and sat on 
the bales and pulled the hounds away, 
in order toprotect the terrified fox. 
Some members of the group went to 
fetch the van which was driven into 
the farmyard. Saboteurs then located 
the fox and moved the bales so they 
could get a hold of it and managed to 



L & R huntsman moves bales to get at the fox 
while a sab tries to keep the hounds away 


restrain it in a rucksack. They then 
left the farm with it, and drove to 
Hessilhead where wildlife experts 
Gay and Andy Christie treated it for 
bite wounds to its neck. 

The fox was in a state of collapse due 
to shock and fear so it was left to 
recover quietly overnight. By the 

next morning it had completely 
recovered and that evening was 

returned to its home territory ana 

released. 

The farmer and his wife who owned 
the barn were pleased that the fox 
had been rescued, they had been 
demanding that the hunt leave it 

alone,but had been ignored by the 
arrogant huntsman. 

The story was given a full page 
story in the Daily Record and also 
coverage in the Scotsman and local 
paper, sparking off a whole series of 
letters in the papers supporting our' 
action. 

We have also been busy trying to 
keep the public informed through a 
series of taiks and information 
stalls.Speakers from our group have 
addressed Glasgow Green Group and 
several university and college 



Sabs sit on bales to keep the hounds from the fox 
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AROUND THE GROUPS 



few hours before it was released 


The rescued fox at Hessilhead 

societies, and our stalls have been 
put out in the city centre shopping 
precincts. 

♦There will be more about 
Hessilhead in the next Wild Times. 

Borders 

Our group here in the Borders was 
only established in September last 
year but has already gained a great 
deal of success. 

The Borders has five hunts based 
within a 40 mile area but we have 
particularly targetted the Duke of 
Buccieuch Hunt. Our efforts to 
prevent them hunting every 
Saturday has been greatly aided by 
the help of the Edinburgh sabs. 
Without their help there would be no 
hunt sabotages against the Buccieuch. 
Whiist we have most definately 
received vast support from those 
living in the area it has proved 
difficultto recruit sabs to go out on a 
regular basis, this we feel is largely 
due to the lack of sabs with 
transport. 

Another disadvantage is that the 


hunts' and its supporters are 
involved very closely in many 
Borderers' 1 ives. This is a very close 
knit community and many people 
will have their personal and 
business lives put in the balance by 
openly expressing opposition to the 
antics of the long established hunts. 

I, myself have had to endure 
attempts being made to lose me, my 
job, and friends of mine can just not 
afford reprisals against them ana 
their families. This all sounds very 
dramatic but it is a realistic fear and 
handicap here. 

The master of the Buccieuch has on 
many occasions publicly stated that 
we do not interfere with his sport, 
but thanks to two, excellent 
hornblowers and some extremely fit 
and persistant sabs his Saturday 
meets have turned more into a 
‘Borders Derby" than a meticulous 
hunt. The terrain is probably the 
worse it could be as they have movea 
all the Saturday fixtures onto very 
hilly ground with no roads for miles. 
This has stilinot proved successful 
for tne Buccieuch Hunt as they are 
stiiiprevented from finding foxes. 


At one point they stopped publishing 
their meets for three months in an 
attempt to lose us, but thanks to a 
rather helpful hunt supporter we 
found out every week where they 
were going. They have now been 
forced to publish their meets again 
as their clever, littieplan failed. 

We have not had to experience too 
much violence, only a few incidents 
spring to mind but we have been 
subject to much verbal abuse, 
spitting and threats. The police on 
the whole are wonderful and are 
constantly under criticism for not 
arresting us every five minutes, by 
the hunt. They are usually quite 
helpful and leave us to get on with it. 

The past seven months have been 
both hard and tiring but our constant 
campaigning is fast gaining more and 
more ground and for the first time 
the Border Hunts are now the 
hunted, but why should they worry, 
after all the end is quick so we are 
led to believe..." a quick nip to the 
back of the neck !" 



A hunt member demonstrates his political views 
to sabs! 
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AROUND THE GROUPS 


Edinburgh 

The season started with a bang as 
full media attention turned to the 
Edinburgh and Borders group in our 
first forays into the territory of the 
Duke of Buccleuch hunt. This 
prestigious foxhunt had only oeen 
sabbed a few times in the past three 
or so years in massive joint “hits" 
so it was about time they became the 
centre of our attention after the 
closure of our ‘local" hunt, the L&S. 
Our fears of hunt violence, heavy 
handed policing and the problems 
these involved were fortunately 
unfounded after a shaky first weeks 
of cautious 'negotiation'.Having been 
out against this hunt each week, 
often with around 30 sabs (including 
the Carlisle group on occasions) we 
have managed to effectively prevent 
many kills. The huntsmans main 
tactic has been to lose the sabs by 
riding away into the wilds . We've 
spent many days trailing behind with 
them always being over the next 
hi 11, but this has meant that he's not 
been able to spend any time actually 


hunting. Also this cannot go on 
without dissappointing the large 
amounts of car supporters who 
already seem to be dwindling in 
numbers due to having seen nothing 
of the hunt they towatch each week! 
Media coverage in the local papers 
has tried to paint the usual picture 
of thug-like sabs who only go out 
because they get paid etc. We have 
replied positively to such comments 
and have managed to get some 
sympathetic articles. Tempers have 
been short among hunt staff and 
various members of the field and 
supporters resulting in a few minor 
incidents and some verbal abuse and 
barging of sabs. However our use of 
cheery grins has generally diffused 
the situation, and infuriated the hunt 
as we refuse to rise to their bait. 

The Boxing Day meet was the most 
upsetting to date with a small 
number of sabs getting to the scene 
of a kill too late to do anything but 
watch. Photo's taken by a Borders 
sab of this gruesome kill have been 
used by us to gain support, and to 


back our claims of the cruelty 

involved in fox hunting. They are 

currently being circulated to the 
press and M.P.s and have caused a 
stir, the hunt having to resort to 
telling iies to try and clear their 
name. Apart from this we know of no 
other kills above or below ground 

with sabs successfully preventing 

any dig-outs by occupying the earths 
which were under threat. 

A good day was had at the Jedforest 
Foxhunt (Jedburgh area) who 
braved the hard ground conditions 

and went out hunting on foot, the 
Buccleuch having cancelled. We first 
sabotaged a nearby pheasant shoot 
until it packed up, and then moved on 
to immediately take the foxhunt pack 
away from the huntsman by using 

horn cal Is from a car. We then took a 
section of the pack on a mock hunt 
for hours while the hunt members 
attempted to gather them. It was a 
humiliating day for the huntsman, 
his desperation showing through at 
the end of the day. 

We have been able to sab more 

easily after having bought our own 
van after holding various 
fundraising events, by far the most 
successfil being jumble sales which 
have raised over 1200 each time. 
During the coming weeks we will be 
collecting stuff for our next sale as 
fundraising continues to De our 
biggest problem and is never ending! 

Having our own transport has 
enabled us to travel further afield 
over the border. We paid a visit to 
the lovely (?!**) Cumberland 
Foxhounds, meeting up with sabs 
from Carlisle and Newcastle. Thia 
joint northern sab was 'called after 
extreme hunt violence involving 
hammers and the like on Carlisle 



Edinburgh sabs have their way blocked by riders from the Buccleuch Hunt 
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AROUND THE GROUPS 


sabs. The day was very successful, 
and we successfully split the pack 
again and again. The police turned a 
blind eye while a sab from Newcastle 
was assaulted and our tyres were let 
down, but the hunt made a fatal 

mistake when one of their 
supporters threatened a female sab 
with an axe. She was a reporter from 
the local paper, and the resulting 
two day article (complete with 
photo's of the balaclava clad thug) 
didn't do very much for the hunt's 
gooa public image as can be imagined. 

So as the season draws to a close we 
can say that our effect on the 

Buccleuch, our 'regular' hunt, can 

only become stronger as we learn 
more about it.We are now getting to 
learn the huntsmans ways, his 
hunting areas, and getting more of a 
response from the hounds each week. 
The Edinburgh Group continues to 

grow along with our profile in the 
city so the future looks hopeful. We 
like to think that this is the 

beginning of the end for the 

Buccleuch Hunt! 

Stirling 

1991 was a more than usual ly 
eventful year for the Stirling sabs. 

On most Saturdays for the iast 14 
hunting seasons they had gone out 

against the Linlithgow ana 
Stirlingshire Foxhunt. That era came 
to an abrupt when the L8.S folded, 
going out for their last time on 

March 2nd. 

October saw the group turn its 
attention to the Fife Foxhunt. 
Although this hunt is better funded, 
better organised and better 
controlled than the L&S ever was, it 
still manages tocreate its fair share 
of hunt havoc. At their first meet the 


hounds managed to kill a fox above 
ground - the only time this has 
happened when sabs were present. 
However the hunt were denied the 
pleasure of the kill as they had not 
witnessed it, and sabs took the body 
of the fox from the hounds and buried 
it before the hunt realised what had 
happened. 

On 16th November the hunt endea 
the day with the entire pack of 
hounds running riot through 
someones back garden. The owners 


wno were working there were 
obviously outraged, as they had a dog 
and several chickens in the garden. 

The hunt secretary's apology' went 
something like ‘Sorry I didn't let 
you know we were hunting here 
today, I've been busy lately*. 

Later in the month the hunt were in 
an area with a lot of foxes in it.Sabs 
saw more foxes in one day than they 
had in the entire previous season at 
the L&S. One fox hid under a kale 
plant while the entire hunt passed by 
a few feet away, while another came 
and stood quietly behind a sab while 
he was busy spraying scentdulier. 

Once or twice sabs had to 
keep an eye on three different foxes 
at the same time. By the end of the 


day, the hounds having been stoppea 
many times, the hunt looked quite 
bewildered at their failure to catch 
just one! 

In December sadly two foxes were 
killed at a dig out when sabs arrived 
too late to save them, and later that 
day the whole pack ran out of control 
along a main road. On boxing day a 
fox suddenly appeared from a group 
of terriermen and supporters (very 
suspicious) and was lucky to find 
refuge underground with the hounds 


close behind it. Sabs arrived 

quickly, removed the hounds, and 
then left two members of the group 
behind to guard the earth. Sure 
enough, the two terriermen arrived 
with spades and dogs, obviously not 
expecting anyone to be there. They 
were even more taken aback when 
they were prevented from putting 
their terriers down the hole, and 
went away none too happy. 

January saw the Fife Foxhounds 

damaging badger setts which are now 
protected by law. The hunt was 

charged with the offence after 
saboteurs fetched police to the scene, 
and they actually witnessed firsthand 
two hounds digging into the 
entrances. 



Sabs crossing Ale Water in pursuit of the Buccleuch Hunt 
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A-hunting we will go! 


On 25th January the Lanarkshire 
and Renfrewshire Foxhunt went out 
for a good days sport, but only 

succeeded in enraging landowners 
and the public alike. 

Things turned sour when their 
hounds rampaged through a deer 
farm actually entering the 

enclosures with the terrified deer. 
Chaos was caused as panic stricken 
deer tried to leap fences to escape the 
hounds, the hunt making little 

attempt to call them off - it was 
actually the farmer and some hunt 

saboteurs who managed to regain 
control of the pack. 

Undeterred the hunt continued, and 
allowed their hounds to chase a young 
vixen right through Hessilhead 
Animal Rescue Centre terrorising 
various resident animals as they 
passed through. Two young orphaned 
deer which are soon to be released 
were particularly traumatised by 
the baying hounds, in fact the fox 
they were chasing was a recently 
released patient, but fortunately it 
returned later that evening 
unscathed. 

The hunt pressed on across a nearby 
farm where they know they are 
banned from hunting. The farmer had 


even put signs up on his gates to 
make it clear they were not 

welcome, yet they rode on 
regardless, right across his field of 
crops. 

Safe in the knowledge that they can 
do as the please, the hunt proceeded 
to ride up and down a main road 

cal 1 ing to their hounds that were in a 
wood alongside. 

The obvious happened - a hound 
leapt out right in front of a passing 
car and was seriously injured. Hunt 
supporters bundled it into the back 
of a car and took it away while the 
hunt rode off showing complete 
disinterest in the fate of their dog. 

A furious farmer flagged down the 
hunt saboteurs near the end of the 
day asking if they knew where the 

huntsman was, as he wanted to "pull 
him off his horse". Apparently the 

hounds had just chased his flock of 
heavily pregnant sheep across a field 
creating the possibility that some 
might abort their lambs due to 

shock. 

No doubt the hunt members 

congratulated each other that evening 
on a fine clay's 'riding to hounds', as 
they seem to show the same 
indifference and disdain to 


landowners who attempt to restrict 
their activities as they do to anti¬ 
hunt campaigners. Obviously they dc 
not fee! the need to win friends and 
influence people ! 


Badger diggers 
Caught in the act 

In early January a local naturalist 
caught two men with terriers digging 
into a badger sett near Lochwinnoch, 
Renfrewshire. As he was too far 
from a telephone to contact the police 
he informed the men that their 

activitywas illegal and asked them to 
leave the sett. 

After retrieving their terriers the 
men left and the man returned to 
Lochwinnoch and informed the 
police, but by the time they reached 
the scene the terriermen had 
disappeared. 

It is likely that these men go out to 
kill badgers regularly, so if you live 
in the Johnstone area keep an eye out 
for these men. Also check any badger 
setts you know of, and inform the 
police of any illegal digging of them, 
[see elsewhere in this edition for 
information on identifying a badger 
sett i. 
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After the closure of the Linlithgow 
and Stirlingshire Foxhunt in March 
'91, the hunt masters were briefly 
reunited with some of their ex hunt 
thugs and hangers on in September. 
They had come together to give 
evidence in defence of terrier man, 
John Taylor. However, he was 

subsequently convicted of assuaiting 
a Stirling Hunt Saboteur and was 

ordered to pay £150 compensation. 
This was a particularly fittingend to 
the L & S hunt's chequered history. 



ATVs illegally 
follow hunt 

For two years now a Borders anti¬ 
hunt campaigner has been reporting 
Hunt followers to the police for their 
i1 legal use of All Terrain Vehicles to 
follow the hunt along public roads. 

You may have seen these vehicles 
being used by farmers, they are 
driven like motorbkes but have 
either 'three or four' wheels with 
fat, knobbly tyres on. Their use is 
intended for transportation across 
rough terrain, and they are now a 


A report has gone to the Procurator 
Fiscal following a complaint of 
damage toa badger sett in Fife. 

Since the new year, Stirling sabs 
have had to remove hounds from 
setts on three occasions. Each time 
the huntsman or his whipper-in 
were on hand as their hounds chased 
a fox to ground in a badger sett, and 
each time they seemed entirely 
uninterested in the damage their 
hounds were doing as they dug at the 
holes. Indeed, they were more 
interested in letting the nounos get a 
good smell of the fox. 

On the first occasion sabs arrived to 
find the huntsman relieving himself 
while the hounds dug and yelped. On 
the second the whipper-in was 
simply sittingon his horse, while on 
the third occasion the entire field of 
riders sat around chatting. 

Each time the sabs rushed in and 
moved the hounds on in an attempt to 


common sight on farmland. 

As the police took no action after 
repeated reports being made, the 
complainant made further enquiries 
as to the law regarding the use of 
these vehicles. It seems that owners 
can apply for exemption from paying 
their road tax and are then 
restricted to no more than 12 miles 
per week on public roads, in 
connection with their work. If they 
do not apply for exemption they are 
not allowed on the roads at all. 

This means that any A.T.V following 
a hunt which does not display a 
registration plate and tax disc is 
being used illegally. If the police 
enforced this law correctly it would 
mean that a number of hunts, 
particularly in the Borders would 
lose a lot of their supporters. 


protect the badgers, ana only then 
did the hunt make some vague 
gesture to help. 

At the start of the hunting season 
back in November the Lanarkshire 
and Renfrewshire huntsman, Chris 

Woods, indulged in a bit of criminal 
damage. The incident occurred at the 
end of the day, when sabs were 
sitting in a car waiting for the hunt 
to return to their kennels, and was 
completely unprovoked. 

As the huntsman cantered past the 
car on his horse he kicked the wing 
mirror off; sending it flying up the 
road. Then, most satisfied with his 
fancy footwork, he sat grinning as 
the driver retrieved the mirror. 
However, the smile was wiped from 
his face a few days later when police 
investigating the incident went to the 
hunt kennels and charged him with 
the offence. 



Appeal for logo 

As a new society SAAB need a logo, 
and we are appealing to all our 
members to design one that we could 
use on all our literature. It should 
include 'SAAB' and reflect the idea of 
protecting Scottish wildlife, our 
cover illustration may give you an 
idea. If you are not very artistic just 
describe or sketch your idea and we 
can redraw it for you. Please submit 
your ideas before May 1st. 




















Since badger setts are now protected 
from interference by law, it is 
important that we all know how to 
identify one, as opposed to a fox's 
earth or other den. 

Badger setts are usually dug out 
either by terriermen wanting to 

indulge in the illegal 'sport' of 
badger baiting (fighting a dog against 
a captive badger) or by foxhunters 
in pursuit of a fox that has taken 
refuge there. Setts are quite 
distinctive and easy to identify once 
you know the signs, so here are the 
main points you should look out for. 
Badger setts have a rare degree of 
permanence sometimes being 
occupied for centuries, and they have 
often been refurbished and enlarged 
over the years. Badgers prefer to 
make their homes where digging is 
fairly easy and the drainage is good; 
thus many setts are dug on the side of 
a wooded hill where the slope 
prevents water from lying. Abig old 
sett may extend for 100 metres or 
more and have many entrances and 
pathways. 

The entrance hole to a sett may be as 
littleas 20cm in diameter, although 
it is often much greater. The spoil 
heap isoftenvery large, and usually 
contains discarded straw and bracken 
bedding as well as shed hairs. 
Nothing grows on the tip on the 
downhill side of the entrance hole 
due to continual root disturbance. 


Any entrance which is stuffed with 
dry leaves or has a spiders web spun 
across it is not in current use. 

Badgers are creatures of habit and 
use the same paths continually, thus 
the paths are well worn and wide 
enough to resemble a human 
footpath. They usually lead between 
the entrance holes and the sett to 
latrines (dung pits), feeding places, 
sunning pi aces or water. 

Badgers regularly change their 
bedding, and freshly removed straw 
or bracken shows clearly that the 
sett is occupied. They also leave lots 
of small scrapes or signs of digging 
around the vicinity of the sett 
particularly in the winter when they 
have been digging for earthworms or 
bluebell bulbs. Another sign of 
badger activity is bark stripped 
from sycamore trees close to the sett 


where the have been taking the sap. 

Badger tracks can easily be 
distinguished from that of a fox or 
dog by the large pad and toe prints in 
a row above. The print of an adult 
will measure 5-6cm across. 

When you are identifying a sett try 
not to walk on the badgers paths or 
stand directly outside the sett 
entrances as the disturbance will 
upset the badgers and inhibit their 
feeding in the evening. Once you 
know of a sett that is occupied keep 
an eye on it and if you ever see 
people digging into it or entering 
terriers into the holes inform the 
police immediately. Also take the 
registration number from any 
vehicle you suspect belongs to the 
terriermen incase they have left by 
the time the police arrive. 


I \ 



DOGr 



12 























SCOTTISH 
ACTION AGAIN5T 
BLOODSPORTS 


EO. BOX 63 STIRLING FKS iTT 


Scottish SLction SLgainst CBfoodsports 



recycled paper 






Scottish Station Stgainst (BfaocCsports 

Despite rapidly changing attitudes towards the countryside and the 
environment, wild animals remain generally unprotected by law and so at the 
mercy of people whose insatiable desire to hunt and shoot living creatures is 
incompatible with the values of the 1990‘s. 

In Scotland, foxhunters continue to hide behind a web of deceit and glamour 
while they pit forty or so dogs against one fox. Grouse shooters continue to 
control vast tracts of land for the purpose of pouring lead shot into wave 
after wave of startled grouse. To ensure these shooting estates are kept well 
stocked with gamebirds, keepers continue to wage a war whose victims include: 
foxes, badgers, wildcats, pine martins, hedgehogs and even sometimes birds of 
prey. Coursers continue to set their greyhounds and lurchers on virtually any 
wild animal that moves and lurking well beyond the shadow of the law, badger 
baiters and dog fighters continue to disfigure and kill their victims for 
money and pleasure. 

We believe that these obscenities hang around our necks like a millstone as 
we advance towards the 21st Century. Scottish Action Against Bloodsports' 
philosophy is that wildlife has value in its own right and deserves protection 
from such needless and wholesale suffering. 

We need your help to bring about an end to such "sports". 

Our activities include; 

1. Compiling information about bloodsports to counter the propaganda of our 
opponents. 

2. Direct action to rescue wildlife when and where it is threatened. 

3. Lobbying landowners to prohibit these "sports". 

4. Seeking relevant legislation. 

5. Encouraging less destructive forms of tourism and rural pursuit. 

If you wish to help with our campaigns or simply wish to add your name to the 
list of those outraged by this treatment of wild animals, please join us 
today. 


MEMBERSHIP DETAILS 

I I £7 waged 

I I £3 concession (unwaged/student/OAP) 

I I donation — Amount £_ 

name: . 

Address: . 




S.A.A.B, P.O Box 63, Stirling FK8 1 7T 








